Montana where they visited friends who
were starting up their own art school,

El
heaven.

1 described the tip with one word:

Although the oldest daughter, Tamula,
didn’t become an artist, her husband,
Xiao Ming Song, has contributed in the
operations at the Drumm studios and

gallery as the person in charge of inve

tory control and cash flow. Tamula

works as the Study Abroad

Coordinator for Cleveland State

University. It was natural for her 1o

become the adventurer of the

amily. She was raised to be inde-

pendent, work hard and respect

the arts. Tamula was considered o
be the family rebel, (notin the
bad sense, but in the sense of one

who likes to take a diff

nt road

in life,) She purposely did not go

(HIETE

mply becanse people

cpected her w, but her adventur-

OLE

and creative spirit was a driv-
g lorce.

When

married in 1997, it v

nula and Xiao Ming

S TS

unusual for an American woman
o marry i Chinese man in China.
In old China, it was traditional for

the groom 1o bargain with the

of the bride for her hand in
e, I&'
be present at the wedding in
I
stepped in. The ritual of bargain-

fath

e Do could not

1, China, a friend of theirs

ing was playful as they made up

dollar amounts and settled on the bot-

tom line that Tamula was in fact,

“price-
less.”
“The sun appears in every religion—it

id Don. When
in school, a professor told him

gives life 1o the earth,”
hie w

that the circle is “one of the most diffi-
cult elements o design with because it
is a complete form within isell.” That
idea intrigued Don, and he made a
comnection between the shape of a cir-

tsome point Don

cle and the sun

became totally fascinated with it, and

46 Akron Life & L

the orby with ravs emanating from it

found its way into Don's consciousness
and work. For vears the sun has been

his signature, albeit i cons

ntly chang-
ing one. [tseems that it has taken on

Dom's warm personality and represents
his everchanging styles and constant

appetite to create beautiful art.

Omne of the olwious questions abo

Don’s work is why he became so
involved with aluminum and other mer

Attracted o the “silvery look of alu-

dals,

minum in the fifties,” he said he was
“hooked to it like a religious experi-
ence.” This was at a ime when many

artists considered aluminum cheap

cookwar

Don saw something else in the light
metal that no one else did. While other

craftsimen were busy with steel and
bronze metals, Don experimented in

the use of alun

g the use
of it and becoming a pioneer in its

people could not h:

Lisa Drumm, talented fiber artust that
sh
take the main stage. Lisa is responsible

is content in allowing Don (o

for the day-tolay operation of the

gallery. She handles the eral man-

agement, including hiring staff and the
financial aspects. Their love for each

other is quite evident. They respect one

another as artists, n

to “speak the language of ar”
together, and that has con-

ributed 1o the success of the

gallery that is their lifeblood,

I

cloth dolls for over twenty years,

_isa has been cre o clever

Her pursuit began when her
voung daughters asked her for a
rocking horse. She asked herself,
“Why buy one when you can have
the plea

5S¢ ‘" :’“

re of sewing one vour-
This led her o eralt one-ol-
ackind art dolls, which include lit-
e surprises inside the doll. They
have been so popular over the

years that she now has a full tme

sewer, leaving her maore time

age the gallery

design and o m:

Maos

i

Akromites have seen the

able, sandblasted Don

Drumm mural thar was ereared
om the wall of the Route 8
expressway. It seems that Paul

Thomarios, a general contractor,

“yolunteered” Don o create this

design. Don acquiesced and
began work. The project required work-

o paint over the messy background.

\-. Don was working fastidiously, sketch-

onto the blank wall, a policeman

pulled up. He asked Don what he was
doing, and Don explained that he was
creating a design on the wall. The offi-
cer didn’t believe him and. not satsfied

with his answer, demanded that he get

into the cruiser, Don was shaken up
and angry but got ir

the car and was
taken down to the station. The cop
accused Drumm of spreading gratfin
onto the newly painted wall. The guyvs

in the precinet just laughed as Wo

walked in. “That’s Don Dromm! We all



